Hello Adventurers!
Today we re-visit a foreign country... Venice Beach! Ha!

We’'ll do the food, the people, the whackiness that only exists on the Left
Coast...

Venice Beach starts at the west end of Washington Blvd...

Hey lets do a review of the eateries/drinkeries at the city-end...

The Cow’s End is excellent sandwiches/coffee and is a favorite local
hangout...
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Across the street is Café Marguerite, and | wrote a positive review...

http://www.pencikowski.com/articles/BeachFrench.pdf




...which tells you, among other thngs, why no Frenchman ever won an
Olympic medal in swimming.

So as to not sound like a travelogue... Here’s a warning...
Stay the hell out of El Tarasco or risk being POISONED got that?

BEST HOME - MADE Weitini



The Terrace is excellent, big-portions, very reasonably priced...

Interestingly, | *never* saw sleeping dogs near Chinese restaurants
Venice Pier got rebuilt! This took many years...

Looking out to sea, note no-civilization (bars/shops etc) at the end...



Looking toward the beachfront...

Looking back into Venice...






Surf report!
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Lifeguard... Hey didn’t we see thls guy on’ TV’?
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My buddy Padoum, decorated seasonally, sits in front of somebody’s house...

P
.




Food! Gotta eat! Beachfront (that is, on-the-boardwalk) “food” is always
suspect... So after a free-sample | decided on a chain, hoping for moderate-
price and some semblance of “quality control”...

Well | don’t know about the “gourmet” part, and shades-of-Costco the
bratwurst didn’t taste like my sample, but here’s my “meal”...



What you see is $8.50 but this is Venice Beach...
Rated according to...

America: “Good”
Venice Beach: “Very good”

| was going to feed the pigeons a french-fry, but somebody tossed an entire
hot dog bun into the flock gone in 5 minutes!
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Paris Hilton! Never heard of her? Today’s headline...

Hilton sent back to jail in hysterics
LOS ANGELES - She was taken handcuffed and crying from her home. She

was escorted into court disheveled, without makeup, hair askew and face red
with tears.

| especially liked the part “taken handcuffed and crying from her home”
inferring “evil nasty cops” oops but | digress...

Here’s her shirt!l On sale at a Venice Beach shop!



Paris’ toilet right here at the Venice Station oh yeah | can smell my Pulitzer...



Chocolate! This neato lady was marketing for Buick, giving away freebies to
anyone who signed-up for Buick literature...
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This lady (and her friends) were doing a terrific job of working the crowd and
making friends for Buick. As I'm always car-shopping, | signed-up...

And | must say this 3-candybar-equivalent chunk (by weight) was excellent!
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Cast-of-characters! No place on earth like Venice Beach!

If you look close, you can see the $2 | paid this guy for his pic (I always pay,
usually $1 but somehow, this year, that seemed cheap).



This guy has been on the beach for as long as | can remember. Yes, his
electric guitar (battery powered) works!
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In the news, | hear constantly of the “devaluation of the U.S. dollar”. This is
obviously true, as down on the beach you can’t buy much for money
anymore. Sure, | can give $2 for a pic but they’re not doing anything but
taking my $2. So, if you want something, you’ll have to learn to think in terms
of “Venice Beach currency”...



This guy has been there (honest!) for 3 years! Yes he got my $2.

Shopping! | always shop for trendy sunglasses. My ($21 total) haul...




Farther down the strip, | scored Solarshields for $6! Yeah that’'s me!




This guy didn’t charge me $2...




| have never come to Venice Beach 3+ years) and not seen this guy!
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And here’s the $1 product (note that on every visit the pizza-joint itself has
been run by a different operator)...



Judged:

For $1: Very good.

If $1.25: OK.

If $1.50: Crap.

See? Einstein was right all things are relative!

Notable beachfront eatery...
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Contlnumg on, | was struck agaln by another bolt of impulse-shopping-
fever... Must-have... A new... Watch!

A genuine (?) Geneva for $20 a deal!!



| forgot to take the protective plastic off of the band, but trust me | will be Mr.
Fashion with this wrist-rig!

WooHoo Muscle Beach! Yes, there is such a place!
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Well if by-now you're thinking Oh wow | would really like to live here then
take a look at this... Upscale (remember Einsteins’ quote) furnished
apartments and if ever there was a “happening zone” this complex is right in
the middle of it...



And because I'd like to have you as neighbors, I've thoughtfully provided the
website http://www.venicesuites.com/suites.html

And so as to not to be seen as hedonist, next-door is (honest, I'm not making
this up)...



505 OCEAN FRONT WALK
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Trouble on the beach! Arrested for “illegal unicycling” (I’'m not making this up
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Used-to-be, “t-shirt shops everywhere”. Now, Tattoo & ]Pizzal joints...
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Lts.of neato murals at the beach...
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And hey | knew Ashley Simpson was BIG but oh-wow...

...I had no idea she was this big!



At the north end of the beach is the On The Waterfront Café (neato place)...

Lastly, a Fashion Statement, a hot-seller, with the proprietor of the shop
screaming No pictures! No pictures! These are my designs! So please
while | know “you want it” remember screaming-old-ladies have to pay the

rent too...



And that's the end of the Venice Beach Tour 2007!

Hope you enjoyed it, see you next year!

Paul P.



